REGULAR MEETING
						DARLINGTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
						DARLINGTON, SC
.
Date: July 22, 2026

A Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission of Darlington County was held on 
July 22, 2026 , at 4 p.m., at the Courthouse Annex/EMS Building, 1625 Harry Byrd Highway (Highway 151), Darlington, South Carolina.
 
Notice of Meeting
	In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, a copy of the agenda providing the date, time, and place of the meeting was emailed to the local newspapers, persons requesting notification, and posted on the county’s website and on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Darlington County Government Building located at 1 Public Square in Darlington, SC.

Planning Commission Members Present
Robert “Bob” Puechl, Antionette Muldrow, Erica Bacote, Kevin Brown, Samuel Evans, Jr., and Frankie Jernigan.
Planning Commission Members Absent
Wesley “Wes” Woodard 	
	
Also Present
Development Services Director Terri Cribb and Development Services Deputy Director Mary Tunstall.

Reporter’s Present
	None

Call To Order / Invocation / Pledge of Allegiance

	Development Services Director Terri Cribb called the meeting to order and asked for the nomination of officers for fiscal year 2026-2027. Bob Puechl was nominated to be Chairman and was voted in unanimously. Kevin Brown was nominated for Vice Chairman and was voted in unanimously.

Citizens' Comments
	There were no Citizen’s Comments.  

Personal Appearances
	There were no Personal Appearances.

Approval Of Minutes – Minutes of Regular Meeting, June 17, 2026

	MOTION made by Kevin Brown to approve the Minutes of the June 17, 2026, Regular Meeting and seconded by Antionette Muldrow. The motion passed unanimously.

Approval Of Agenda – Agenda for Regular Meeting, July 22, 2026

	MOTION made by Kevin Brown to approve the Agenda for July 22, 2026, Regular Meeting and seconded by Sam Evans. The motion passed unanimously.

Communication Tower Approval 
	There were no Communication Tower Approvals.
   
Preliminary Approval
	There were no Preliminary Approvals.
   
Final Approval 
	There were no Final Approvals.

Approval of Subdivision Along Public Access

	Approval of Asbury Subdivision Phase 1
	MOTION made by Kevin Brown to approve Asbury Subdivision Phase 1 and seconded by Frankie Jernigan. The motion passed unanimously.
 
Variance

Variance for combination of tax map numbers 082-00-03-045 & 082-00-03-044 to create one parcel in an existing subdivision.
MOTION made by Kevin Brown to approve variance for the combination of tax map numbers 082-00-03-045 & 082-00-03-044 to make one parcel in an existing subdivision, seconded by Antionette Muldrow. The motion passed unanimously.



Variance for Asbury Subdivision Phase 2 layout to allow 7 feet from the proposed dwelling to the property line rather than the required 10 feet. 

Attachments included emails from PDCOG engineer Sandy Watford, SCDOT Kevin Williams, DARCO building official Scotty Enzor, and the Darlington City fire chief Pat Cavanaugh.

Sandy Watford did not recommend approval, citing need for more space to maintain gentle shallow swales which enhances erosion control and stormwater runoff infiltration.

Brady Sanford (developer) requested reducing side setbacks from 10 ft to 7 ft on 44 ft-wide lots to allow 30 ft-wide single-family homes; houses would be 14ft apart (7 ft each side).

Fire safety was discussed between the commissioners with the reduction of space between the proposed houses.

Driveway approval was discussed and SCDOT approval will be required. Brady Sanford said he would propose shared driveways with SCDOT to obtain approval.

The commissioner discussed alternatives if the variance is not approved such as fewer or narrower homes. The developer emphasized the economic and housing benefits to allowing the requested setbacks. 

MOTION made by Sam Evans to approve the variance of 7-foot setbacks from the property line, seconded by Frankie Jernigan. The motion passed unanimously.

Staff reminded the developer that SCDOT approval would still be required.

Site Development
There was no Site Development.

Old Business
There was no Old Business.

New Business
There was no New Business

Staff Reports
Terri Cribb introduced Mary Tunstall to the planning commission explaining she is taking over Paula Newton’s duties as she has left to work in another jurisdiction.

Requests / Comments – Planning Commissioners 
	Kevin Brown requested that a letter of appreciation be sent to Paula Newton for her work with the Planning Commissioners during her time employed with Darlington County. This was agreed upon by all the commissioners present. 
	Bob Puechl spoke about a letter he received from Ms. Ross regarding solar farms and intends to send a thank you note.

Adjournment
MOTION made by Kevin Brown and seconded by Sam Evans to adjourn. The motion carried unanimously.

					
				Respectfully Submitted,

				_____________________________________________
				Mary Tunstall, Development Services Deputy Director

				_____________________________________________
				Chairman, Darlington County Planning Commission
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